
TOWN OF MANSFIELD  

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

MAY 13, 2008 

MANSFIELD MIDDLE SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 

 

The Annual Town Meeting for Budget Consideration was called to order at 7:20 p.m. in 

the Mansfield Middle School Auditorium by the Town Clerk, Mary Stanton.  The Town 

Clerk read the Notice and Warning of the Meeting and explained who would be eligible 

to vote.  She then requested nominations for Moderator. 

 

Mayor Elizabeth Paterson nominated Carol Pellegrine to serve as Moderator. Hearing no 

additional nominations the Town Clerk asked for the yeas and nays on the nomination of 

Mrs. Pellegrine.  Motion to approve Mrs. Pellegrine as Moderator passed unanimously. 

 

Mrs. Pellegrine thanked the League of Women Voters for organizing the dessert social 

prior to the meeting.  

 

Mrs. Pellegrine explained the significant changes in voting as revised and approved by 

the Town Charter.  The final vote on the adoption of the budget will be by confidential 

vote and that the assembly may raise, lower, accept or reject the budgeted amount of any  

program. 

 

Mrs. Pellegrine requested that the meeting be conducted according to Roberts Rules of 

Order and noted the Town Attorney Dennis O’Brien would serve as parliamentarian.  A 

motion to follow Roberts Rules of Order was moved, seconded and passed.  Mrs. 

Pellegrine requested that citizens limit their comments to five minutes. 

 

Deputy Mayor, Gregory Haddad introduced members of the Town Council and 

welcomed Gene Nesbitt as the newest Council member.  Mr. Haddad also thanked all 

town staff, for their participation in the preparation of the budget.    

 

Mrs. Pellegrine recognized Mr. Schaefer, Finance Committee Chair, who presented the 

following resolutions: 

 

RESOLVED:  That the proposed General Fund Budget for the Town of Mansfield for 

fiscal year July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009 in the amount of $33,580,440 which proposed 

budget was adopted by the Council on April 21, 2008, be adopted and that the sums 

estimated and set forth in said budget be appropriated for the purpose indicated.   

 

RESOLVED:  That in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes Section 10-51, the 

proportionate share for the Town of Mansfield of the annual budget for Regional School 

District No. 19 shall be added to the General Fund Budget appropriation for the Town of 

Mansfield for fiscal year July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009 and said sums shall be paid by the 

Town to the Regional School District as they become available. 

 



RESOLVED:  That the proposed Capital Projects Budget for fiscal year July 1, 2008 to 

June 30, 2009 in the amount of $2,586,300 be adopted provided that the portion proposed 

to be funded by bonds or notes shall, at the appropriate times, be introduced for action by 

the Town Council subject to a vote by referendum as required by Section 407 of the 

Town Charter.   

 

RESOLVED:  That the proposed Capital and Non-Recurring Reserve Fund Budget for 

fiscal year July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009 in the amount of $663,085 be adopted. 

 

Mr. Schaefer and Mr. Clouette presented an overview of the budget noting increases to 

the town’s budget by 1.9%, and an increase to the Board of Education’s budget by 5.5%. 

Increases in the budget were based on the increased costs in health care, fuel, and 

contracted salaries.  Mansfield’s share of the Regional 19 budget has increase by 8.7%.  

 

Mr. Clouette recognized Mary Feathers, Chair of the Board of Education.  Ms. Feathers 

thanked the citizens of the Town for their support for the schools noting that this year’s 

increase is 5.5%. 

 

Mary Gawlicki, 132 Lorraine Drive east, moved to suspend the rules to not allow any 

motion to close debate until everyone wishing to speak on an issue had the opportunity to 

do so.  Motion was seconded and failed in a voice vote. 

 

Charlie Eaton, 89 Lorraine Drive, moved to lower the Mansfield Board of Education 

program by $156,380.00.  The motion was seconded.  Mr. Eaton commented that this 

decrease in the budget would not cause any decrease in service and would not impact the 

number of teachers or staff, but only eliminate new initiatives.   

 

Cynanra Stites, 122 Hanks Hill Road, reminded residents that as with any reduction to a 

program it is impossible to determine exactly where the cuts will be made. 

 

James Magnuson, 278 Wormwood Hill Road, expressed support for the budget and felt 

that our children’s needs should be the last place to be cut. 

 

Jeannette Picard, 72 Timber Drive, voiced her concern that our children are our 

responsibility and we should support them. 

 

Elizabeth Wassmundt, 54 Old Turnpike Road, supported the motion to reduce the budget 

and felt that it is not sustainable at this time given the economic condition of the town.  

 

Sheryl Lambert, 271 Clover Mill Road, is concerned as to where the Board of Education 

would have to make budget cuts.      

 

Jay Rueckl, 128 South Eagleville Road, felt improving the math program is a good idea,  

the Board of Education is doing a good job and that in the long term cutting the budget 

would create a negative impact. 

 



David Garvey, 104 Jonathan Lane questioned if the Board of Education didn’t go through 

with the math curriculum would it have any affect on other areas of the curriculum. 

 

Mary Feathers, Chair of the Board of Education, responded to Mr. Garvey’s question by 

saying that it would be difficult to predict, and that the Board would need to sequentially 

look at all curriculums. 

 

Jill Coghlan, 886 Stafford Road, supported the motion to reduce the budget, noting that 

the 100 percent increase in the amount budgeted for books could possibly be cut without 

affecting the programs since there is also an increase in the electronics budget.    

 

Elizabeth Robinson, 5C Sycamore Drive, voiced her support for the Board of Education   

budget. 

 

Quentin Kessel, 97 Cod Fish Falls Road, called the question.  The motion to close debate 

passed.  The move to amend failed by voice vote and show of hands. 

 

David Morse, 64 Birchwood Heights Road, moved to delete the Downtown Partnership 

Capital Nonrecurring  Fund by $50,000, delete the Downtown Partnership, General Fund 

by $125,000 and delete the Public Works, Storrs Center Streetscape, Capital Fund Budget 

by $1,466,000.  Mr. Morse is concerned with the impact the project will have on the 

environment, the capacity of water that will needed and the partnership with the 

University of Connecticut.  

 

David Freudmann, 22 Eastwood Road, agreed with supporting growth in town, but 

opposed the town acting as a marketing agent for the Downtown Partnership.  He would 

like to see more discussion and debates regarding this project. 

 

Curt Hirsch, 795 Stafford Road, noted that the town has had numerous meetings 

regarding this project in order to keep the public informed. Mr. Hirsch questioned 

whether the Storrs Center Streetscape and the $125,000 for professional/technical were 

programs or programs within a program. 

 

Betty Wassmundt, 54 Old Turnpike Road, expressed support for the amendment.  She 

questions the viability of the project, the lack of financial support from the University and 

that a feasibility study has not been done.  

 

Lon Hultgren, 404 Woodland Road, explained that the Storrs Center Streetscape is not 

dependent on the Downtown Project but will be subsidized by a state grant.   

 

Stephen Squires, 4 Storrs Heights Road, supported the amendment.  He is concerned with 

the impact on the Fenton River, opposes a traffic circle and would prefer to implement 

sidewalks. 

 



Warren Higgins, 76 Brookside Lane, supported the amendment.  He expressed that if the 

project were economically feasible businesses would be here and even though federal and 

state grants are available he is still financially supporting the project as a taxpayer. 

 

Richard Hiskes, 110 Summit Road, would like the discussion focused back on the budget.  

 

Ken Feathers, 371 Gurleyville Road stated that he has heard a lot of allegations this 

evening and would suggest that the funds be retained in the budget.  He sees the project 

as tremendously improving nonvehicle access. 

 

Gene Nesbitt, 268 Wormwood Hill Road, moved to divide the question into three parts 

and to vote on each item separately.  The motion was seconded.  The move to divide 

failed by voice vote and show of hands. 

   

Peter Millman, 122 Dog Lane noted that this was not the forum to be debating the 

Downtown Partnership.  That the merits and demerits could not being properly aired, all 

projections are significant gains for the town, and that the project will be environmentally 

friendly.   

 

Matt Hart, 9 Deerfield Lane, clarified that the Storrs Center Project is a public/private 

endeavor which has employed an open process.  Water for the project has been approved 

in the UConn master water plan.  Mr. Hart explained the $125,000 for operating expense  

is the same as the current year and the $50,000 for professional and technical services is 

needed by the Town to independently evaluate aspects of the projects.  The project is 

expected, when fully built, to net $2.5 million annually to the town.  

 

Quentin Kessel, 97 Codfish Falls Road, is opposed to the amendment.  Mr. Kessel feels 

that this is an inappropriate time to pull the project, a considerable amount of effort has 

been invested and that the Downtown Partnership would be a positive addition to the 

town. 

 

Edmund Smith, 166 Storrs Road, spoke against the amendment and expressed his support 

for what the town boards have accomplished. 

 

The Moderator requested a vote on the amendment. The motion to amend failed on a 

voice voter and a show of hands. 

 

Lyle Scruggs, 21 Thomas Drive, moved to call the question.  The motion was seconded. 

The move to call the question passed. 

 

The Moderator, Carol Pellegrine read the motion as originally presented and a vote was 

taken by paper ballot.  

 

Yes – 282 

No  - 187 

Abstentions - 2 



 

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and passed. 

 

The Annual Town Meeting was adjourned at 10:05 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Carol Pellegrine, Moderator                            Mary Stanton, Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 


